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Acting as a “Fixed Facility/Closed POD” During a Public Health Emergency 
Methods of Dispensing Medications:
There are two methods of delivering medications. The first is known as an open POD (Point of Distribution).  This method calls for the public come to the site to receive their medications. Ocean County currently has five facility sites where this method will be utilized.  
Open POD 
•  OPEN to the public, meant to serve everyone 

•  Primary means of getting medication to the public 

•  Staffed by the Ocean County Health Department/MRC Volunteers 

•  Five locations identified throughout Ocean County, allowing for large crowds
The other method is known as fixed facility or closed POD.  This method consist of supplying or giving medications to targeted agencies such as large local businesses, long term care facilities, hospitals, assisted living homes, colleges and universities, group homes, and jails/prisons. These agencies are known as closed PODs or fixed facilities.  A designated representative will pick up the medications required to prophylaxis all staff, employees, clients, students, etc. and their families.
Closed POD 
•  NOT open to the public 

•  Operated for a specific population (example: employees, their families, and clients) 

•  Operated by a private business/ organization 

•  Staffed by employees at the facility/agency
The Ocean County Health Department will distribute medications to all agencies/facilities pre-identified as a fixed facility.  This will help to greatly reduce traffic and security issues at the PODs. 
Why Become a Fixed Facility?
•  Large groups of people can be reached faster, protecting those who may have been exposed
•  Ensures hard-to-reach or at-risk populations receive medication in a timely manner 

•  Compliments facility Emergency Preparedness Plans 

•  Helps organizations maintain Continuity of Operations and aids in becoming more resilient during and 
   after an emergency
•  Provides a valuable service to employees and exhibits commitment to the community
•  Creates partnerships with local agencies 

Delivery of Medication 
Your organization will be notified by your LHD about where and when medications are available for pickup. Your organization can provide security when transporting medications. At the time of the event, single copies of client screening forms and disease and medication fact sheets will be available from your LHD for mass production at your facility
Appendix To Current Emergency Operations Plan – provide to OCHD
•  Contact information for key personnel at the Ocean County Health Department 

•  A tally of employees and their family members 

•  Identify how information will be distributed before, during, and after an emergency 

•  An overview describing how your organization plans to receive and distribute medications 

•  Procedures for follow-up with Ocean County Health Department when the emergency is declared over 

   (i.e. any updates to the plan, the return of all completed screening forms and any unused medications)

